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A new semester is under way, and most students 
have by now safely made their way to Pitts-
burgh in spite of  the August 23 magnitude-5.8 
earthquake, which devastated lawn chairs all 
over the East Coast, 
and Irene, the once-
Category 3 hurricane 
that legitimately caused 
substantial damage 
across the Northeast. 
readme welcomes re-
turning students and 
new students alike, but 
as a service to the new 
faces, this first readme 
issue of  the semester 
presents an introduc-
tion to the publications 
available at Carnegie 
Mellon:

readme: Of  course, we first introduce readme, 
Carnegie Mellon University’s official student-
run newspaper since 1895. readme is the cam-
pus publication of  choice for those seeking suc-
cinct yet rigorous, informative journalism. It is 
invested in providing members of  the campus 
community with access to accurate reporting of  
those events significant to CMU life. And pe-
nises.

The Tartan: Another student-run publication, 

The Tartan is Carnegie Mellon’s satirical news-
paper. Those seeking cheap thrills and tired 
jokes would find The Tartan satisfying. The Tar-
tan includes an insert, Pillbox, which consists of  

horoscopes, shallow movie 
reviews, and recycled we-
bcomics. Copies of  The 
Tartan can be found in 
wastebaskets all over cam-
pus.

The Piper: Originally the 
source of  faculty and staff  
news at Carnegie Mellon, 
The Piper took an inter-
esting turn after the cre-
ation of  its own Twitter 
account. After some excit-
able guy discovered social 
networking, the print edi-

tion of  The Piper became just an aggregation of  
Twitter posts that included the “@CMUpiper” 
tag. Articles are limited to 140 characters.

The Weekly Slant: The Weekly Slant just sucks. 
As far as the readme staff  can tell, The Weekly 
Slant was a now-defunct publication created and 
worked on by a single former student. Like The 
Tartan, it pitched itself  as satirical, but its jokes 
were highly racist and distasteful. It started out 
funny at 45 degrees, then slanted to 50 degrees, 
and it was all downhill from there.

readme’s Guide to Publications on Campus

Last Wednesday, campus 
officials ignited two mock 
dormitory rooms on the 
CFA Lawn in order to dem-
onstrate how quickly they 
would burn in the event 
that a real blaze was to 
take over a real dormitory. 
While the demonstration 
was seemingly intended to 
promote fire safety, excited 
students watching the demo instead drew the 
conclusion that dorm room fires were awesome 
and definitely worth trying. 

In the week following the demonstration, copy-
cat fires have raged through various dorm rooms 
as bored freshmen entertain themselves by set-
ting their dorm rooms ablaze. 

While many of these students could not be con-
tacted for interviews about their experiences in 
starting fires for fear of being committed for 

arson, readme was able to 
find one young man willing 
to share his experiences. 
Kevin Danderson, a fresh-
man undecided on a major 
within the college of CIT, 
drunkenly agreed to talk to 
us at an off-campus party 
this past weekend.

After grabbing a red cup, 
Kevin revealed, “Yeah, man, I totally saw that 
shit and was like ‘Oh woah… that was tight! I 
gotta give this a shot!’ so I… wait what? Shots? 
Oh, yeah, I’m totally down for shots!” Unfortu-
nately Kevin was easily distracted by other ac-
tivities occurring at the party that evening.

When contacted later that night, Danderson was 
unable to remember readme’s interviewing him 
or his own address, so it is as of now unclear 
which dormitory Danderson was responsible 
for burning. 

Safety Demonstration Backfires

Possible SquirrelMail 
Alternatives

Many students have been complain-
ing about CMU’s internal mail system, 
SquirrelMail. Problems like squirrels 
burying important messages and then 
forgetting where they put them and 
digging in the Number Garden have 
blighted the service since its inception.  
Stiff competition from Albuquerque 
based StoatMail has also placed strain 
on the service.  Campus officials have 
convened a trial of many animal-based 
mail systems to come up with a solu-
tion to the problem.

BearMail proved mostly successful, 
discounting a few scattered maulings 
in Gates.  The bears are easily trained 
usually not to be dangerous, although 
students have been encouraged not to 
feed them, no matter how much they 
beg.

VultureMail was also reasonably effec-
tive and reduced the amount of carri-
ons present on campus as a pleasant 
side effect.  Some were upset about the 
swarms of vultures descending on aca-
demic buildings, while others thought 
it was rather fitting.

SnakeMail really creeped everyone out, 
and BadgerMail was dismissed as be-
ing “stupid dangerous.”  OwlMail was 
“too Hogwarts” and AardvarkMail 
failed because the aardvarks had no 
idea what the fuck they were doing.

Suggestions to switch to more reliable 
forms of communication like email 
were dismissed by the authorities, and 
were described as being “way less cool” 
than animal-based solutions.

Just Look at This Publication!

Well, That Looks Fun!
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This week at readme, we review a Carnegie 
Mellon escort service, SafeWalk in the name 
of consumer advocacy:

One great thing about this escort service is 
that they guarantee that one of their escorts 
will meet you within thirty minutes of con-
tacting them. The quick turnaround sounds 
excellent and enticing, but don’t be suckered 
in by this gimmick.

This service doesn’t keep a list of all of their 
escorts, and they wouldn’t let me request a 
specific escort or tell me the name of my es-
cort in advance. They spouted some excuse 
about the safety of their escorts―but come 
on, it’s a freaking escort service. I suppose 
not knowing anything about your escort in 
advance could be a plus if you’re “feeling 
lucky.”

Something else that was weird was that the 
escort would only meet me at an academic 
building on the Carnegie Mellon campus. 
The girl seemed nice enough, though, not 
very attractive. She spent a while introducing 
herself and talking about her college classes; 
she put on a convincing show of being a ded-
icated student obsessed with her education, 
which was admittedly pretty cute. It seemed 
almost too convincing... The walk over to 
my place quickly became awkward, though, 
as she seemed aloof and guarded. It seemed 
as though she was constantly on the lookout 
for something dangerous. Maybe that’s just 
par for the course for an escort.

The really disappointing part of the whole 
experience happened when we finally got 
back to my place. Obviously my excitement 
was building as we got closer and closer, but 
as soon as we got to the door, she turned 
around and started to leave. What the hell is 
that! When I asked about it, she snobbishly 
declined to come inside and went back the 
way we came. Sadly I was forced to go inside 
alone and take advantage of the Internet.

Some escort service. I did get home safely, 
I guess.

The bottom line: it’s free, and they operate 
at all times of the night. But they don’t do 
happy endings. The University of Pittsburgh 
Escort Service is way better.

readme Reviews an Escort Service

This Shit Writes Itself

CMU Newest Member 
of Justice League

Forget the Super Friends or the Ivy League—
Carnegie Mellon is now a champion of jus-
tice. On August 31, DC comics released their 
list of characters forming the “New Justice 
League,” with CMU ranking at number 7. 
According to DC, the characters named as 
the New Justice League have “Seen a rise in 
comic book sales comparable to traditional 
powerhouses like Superman, Batman, and 
tentacle hentai.”

The Carnegie Mellon Comic books, in which 
the college fights evil and indigestion along 
with the help of its sidekick, Melvin, have 
long been a popular seller across the nation, 
especially in areas high in LSD use. Still, the 
announcement has come as a surprise to 
many people, especially you. 

Rankings were based on a number of fac-
tors, including recognition among 30-year-
olds still living with their parents, number 
of arch villains defeated, and uniqueness of 
superpowers.

“The fact that the Carnegie Mellon Campus 
is able to fly would not normally be consid-
ered a unique ability,” said Derek Colin, a 
30-year-old still living with his parents and a 
DC contributor. “But considering that CMU 
is a collection of buildings rather than a per-
son, combined with the fact that none of the 
students seem to have noticed, we decided to 
make an exception.”

Carnegie Mellon’s inclusion on the new list 
has already sparked heated debate among 
the losers—er, aficionados—who follow 
this sort of thing. While it is still unclear how 
CMU stacks up against the better-known 
Justice League Members, it has been estab-
lished that the university could, like, totally 
kick the Green Arrow’s ass in a fight.

Also in the New Justice League were more 
traditional characters such as Spiderman, 
The Hulk, Pepp Gum, and Steven Segal. 

Does SafeWalk Have a SafeWord? Tartan Cape = Fuck Yeah
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The summer movie season kicked itself off 
with much aplomb with the release of Thor, 
which provided a long-overdue CGI make-
over of ancient Norse mythology. From the 
blossoming relationship between Natalie 
Portman and Thor’s muscles to how cool 
the ice giants were (see what I did there?) it 
made for a fun movie.  I mean, if you had 
ten dollars, and you were either going to go 
see Thor or go to a sketchy massage parlor, 
I’d tell you to go see Thor. (By the way, if 
you have one dollar, you can go see Thor this 
Friday in UC McConomy!)

I also saw The Hangover Part 2 More Hun-
gover, and it was pretty much a laugh riot.  If 
you’ve seen the Hangover Part One, it was 
like that except Zach Galfiniakis is bald and 
instead of a baby there is a monkey.  Also 
it was in Thailand, which seems like a cool 

place with some gender-bending confusion.  
The Hangover Part 3 Hair of the Dogg is 
expected to be an even bigger success, with 
Snoop Dogg set to replace Ed Helms in the 
role of Stu.

I was kind of high when I went to Super 8 
so you’ll have to bear with me.  There were 
a bunch of kids, and they were really into 
making shitty movies about railroad tracks.  
Then a bunch of aliens showed up and im-
mediately proceeded to ruin the townspeo-
ples’ shit.  The protagonist George wanted 
to hook up with the blonde girl in his movie, 
but her dad was sort of responsible for his 
mom dying which made it a touchy situation.  
Fast-forward past some Air Force based she-
nanigans and our hero Joel had to go save 
his sweetheart from the aliens in a last-ditch 
attempt to seal the deal. To tell you whether 
he succeeds or not would spoil the film, and 
to be honest I don’t remember anyway.

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 
2 was the most anticipated film to come out 
last summer, being the final installment in a 
much beloved four hundred part series about 
a magical snake and his best friend, ironically 
a wildebeest.  While the wildebeest’s insis-
tence on constantly being ironic was confus-
ing and did grate at times, the film was still 
a huge success.  Everyone loved this movie, 
dear readers, the author most certainly in-
cluded. 

Summer Movie Reviews

Also In This Issue....

Prosthetics Cost An Arm Or A Leg

Large Hadron Collider Discovers Why Kids 
Love Cinnamon Toast Crunch

Pottermore vs. 
Google+

A couple new social media type sites ap-
peared on the internet scene this summer, 
and readme looks to compare them both.

Pottermore is used to rediscover the stories 
of Harry Potter; Google+ is used to redis-
cover last night.

All we know about Pottermore is it is an 
“interactive online experience”; all we know 
about Google+ is it is an “interactive online 
experience.” 

We don’t know what “interactive online 
experience” means for Pottermore or 
Google+.

To get to Pottermore, use the Marauders’ 
Map; to get to Google+… I dunno, just 
google it.

People in Pottermore are sorted by hat; 
people in Google+ are sorted by circle.

You’ll know if you’ve been accepted to 
Pottermore by checking your gmail inbox; 
You’ll know if you’ve been accepted to 
Google+ by checking your gmail inbox. 

The only reason you won’t get into Pot-
termore is because you’re a muggle; the 
only reason you won’t get into Google+ is 
because you have no friends.

He Is Fairly AttractiveBoth Inferior to Facebook

Editing & Writing Staff

Inglorious: Emily Forney, Joe Selinger, Jule Pattison-Gordon
Bastards: Karpur Shukla, Vis Subramanian, Samantha Dickinson, Taerim Kim, Alex Wachsman, Jay 
Woo Kim, Jake Reid, and introducing YOU???
What is readme? Well, it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of  protips.
Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fee.
Where do I get it? readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks 
around campus.
How do I help? Email eforney@cmu.edu. We need writers, Photoshoppers, pizza-eaters and girls.
And remember: If  you die in Canada, you die in real life.

activities board

readmecmu.wordpress.com
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This is the True section, where we tell you how to live your life

CMU, despite being an extremely nerdy 
school, has sports teams for all kinds of  stu-
dents. Most well known is our football team, 
the Tartans, but there is also soccer, volley-
ball, and swimming for those who prefer. But 
say you’re bored by traditional (read: boring) 
sports. readme recommends you consider 
these sports:

CMU Calvinball:
CMU’s official Calvinball team the Carnegie 
Mellon Bravehearts has been #1 in division 
pi for several years now (division pi includes 
all schools that start with the letter “C” and 
include the word “University”). Due to bud-
get cuts, all players should bring their own 
helmets, croquet mallets, fishing rods, hacky 
sacks, Guitar Hero controllers (both guitar 
and drum), canned goods, felt-tipped shurik-
ens, inkjet printers, colored pencils, crêpes 
suzette, duct tape, stuffed tigers, stuffed 
bears, actual bears (not polar bears, they’re 

endangered), talking dogs, juice boxes, and a 
gun with a single bullet (also more bullets if 
you have them). 

Fencing:
Painting the Fence. With swords. We give 
out points, but they don’t mean anything.

Full-contact Programming:
For beginners, readme recommends start-
ing with C++. For students who have taken 
15-251 and weigh between 140 and 160 lbs, 
sign a liability waiver and try Perl kickboxing. 
More advanced students have been known 
to try Python-jutsu, while those who no lon-
ger fear death (people who took OS) have 
recently started bare-knuckle assembly lan-
guage. 

Brogramming:
Every time you type a semicolon, you drink. 
Not for the faint of heart or the faint of liv-
er.

Shots and Schatz:
A combination of binge drinking and mass 
overeating. This isn’t so much a sport as 
what readme has for breakfast, but you can 
create a point system if you want. readme is 
the only pro of Shots and Schatz, for which 
readme received a trophy that was promptly 
filled with vomit. For those who are con-
fused as to how a paper can vomit, just know 
it looks like a combination of paper-maché 
and bacon.

Several buildings on campus suffered severe 
damage the weekend preceding Orientation 
week as thousands of freshmen flooded 
campus. The absolute downpour of recent 
high school graduates continued for many 
hours during the Sunday of freshmen move-
in which proved to be too much for many 
buildings on campus. 

Every freshman dormitory was hit strongly 
by new students, and those without air con-
ditioning were hit the hardest. Basements 
in particular were the weakest points of all 
buildings, as freshmen tend to flow downhill 
and pool in low places.

Over a dozen total buildings on campus 
were affected by this influx, and many were 
left without power as numerous electrical 
boxes were short-circuited in the first-years’ 
destructive rampage. It took several days to 

drain all of the freshmen from the basements 
of buildings. While all freshmen have been 
removed from areas, the danger they left still 
remains. 

More work is being done to the various car-
pets, furniture pieces, and structural elements 
of areas that were hit hardest. The Facilities 
Management Services hope to have all of the 
repair work done by late October in order to 
prepare for Halloween, another time when 
students, especially first-years, tend to wreak 
havoc.

In the days following the flooding, there was 
also a hurricane and an earthquake, presum-
ably from the combination of the whirlwind 
that is freshmen Orientation and the sheer 
power of how hard the freshmen rock. Luck-
ily, no damage was sustained from these 
events.

Campus Flooded by Freshmen

Bagpipers Haunt
Convocation

An important safety notice to all incoming 
freshmen:

Some of  you may have noticed the sound 
of  bagpipes playing on campus in the eve-
ning. You may remember these same bagpip-
ers playing recently at Convocation. CMU 
would like to officially warn all students to 
NOT attempt to make contact or commu-
nicate with the bagpipers. The bagpipers are 
ancient Scottish spirits summoned by An-
drew Carnegie that have guarded CMU for 
the last 100 years. Their mighty music pre-
vents CMU from being swallowed up by Pitt, 
which would allow them to rule Pittsburgh 
with an iron syllabus, destroying the Fence 
and all we hold dear. 

Though the CMU bagpiper spirits are forces 
of  good, they can be dangerous. They show 
up at Convocation every year, without any 
warning or announcement, and play as long 
as it amuses them. A dean once tried in the 
1930’s to make the bagpipers wait until he 
finished his speech to begin playing; he was 
instantly surrounded and killed. Those who 
have attempted to communicate with the 
bagpipers tend to disappear from campus 
and are presumed to be dead. Some believe 
the missing students have joined the ethereal 
bagpiper spirits. Leading spirit researchers 
such as Bill Murray believe they may be hu-
man sacrifices to please the sprits since tra-
ditional gifts of  food are no longer accepted 
(they won’t eat CulinArt food either).

While the CMU bagpipers are powerful and 
dangerous, CMU officials emphasize that 
the drummers who accompany them are in 
fact perfectly normal students who are very 
much alive and human. Attempts to com-
municate with the drummers should not lead 
to your untimely death. However, if  you are 
killed, please call Campus Police and EMS 
immediately. 

Sports Opportunites at CMU

Suck It, Bill Watterson
OOOOooooooOOooooOooooo!
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This is the True section, where we tell you how to live your life

Thanks to a large donation of pierogies and tax 
breaks to Chris Nolan, the newest Batman mov-
ie was filmed in readme’s own Pittsburgh. Along 
with many other students, readme was an extra 
in the movie (I play a sassy copy of the Gotham 
Times with a secret heart of gold). Through a 
combination of bribes, petty theft, and unspeak-
able acts (readme is no longer allowed within 500 
yards of Christian Bale), readme has gotten a full 
copy of the script and will proceed to spoil the 
movie for everybody at CMU.

After Batman was forced out of Gotham at the 
end of The Dark Knight, Batman was left with 
a dead district attorney, a dead girlfriend, a ru-
ined reputation, and a morally conflicted Mor-
gan Freeman (you won’t like Morgan Freeman 
when he’s morally conflicted). After assuaging 
his inner turmoil with giant piles of money, Bat-
man receives a call from the people of Pittsburgh 
asking for his help. It seems that Captain Yin-
zer, the usual protector of Pittsburgh, has gone 

back to school to get his PhD and is no longer 
able to defend the city from all the usual evils 
such as theft, murder, and CulinArt. In exchange 
for protecting the city, he can set up base in the 
Bat-thedral of Bat-Learning and have as many 
Primanti Bros. sandwiches as he wants. Batman 
obviously accepts and transfers his costume and 
Alfred to Pittsburgh.

Once Batman arrives, disaster strikes! It seems 
the evil Bane Ruthlessburger has come up with 
a plan to steal the Pittsburgh Steelers. Through 
an elaborate trap involving a series of booby-
trapped Terrible Towels, Ruthlessburger plans 
to transport the Steelers to Europe, where they 
will be forced to play soccer. This will leave 
Pittsburgh without a football team and thus de-
fenseless against Pittsburgh’s sworn enemy: the 
Cleveland Browns. 

In the climactic fight scene between Batman and 
Ruthlessburger, Ruthlessburger’s true identity is 
revealed to be…  Troy Polamalu. It turns out 
Troy Polamalu’s hair had finally grown long 
enough to become sentient, and was sick of be-
ing squished into a football helmet all the time. 
To prevent any further cases of helmet hair, 
Troy’s hair was willing to destroy the Steelers 
and thus all of Pittsburgh in the process. Batman 
quickly shaves Troy’s head using his Batrazor, 
thus killing Troy instantly (what did you think 
would happen?). Though Pittsburgh is saved, 
Batman is immediately run out of Pittsburgh and 
sent back to Gotham since apparently killing is 
still illegal in Pittsburgh. Go figure. 

1. The first week of school is the easiest. If you 
were one of the lucky few  who found “true 
love” during orientation, make shameless use of 
the first week to get frisky. You will have no time 
for such nonsense later on.
2. The brownish-black stuff on the grass all over 
campus is not dirt.  Trust us.  And yes, it’s there 
most of the time.
3. If you realize you are walking in the wrong 
direction, don’t try the “look at phone, mut-
ter expletive as though something serious hap-
pened, then turn around” maneuver. Everyone 
will know exactly what you are doing.  Just turn 
around and carry on.
4. Kiva Han on Craig serves a dish called the 
Hangover Cure.  It works.*
5. You freshmen (listen up—this includes you) 
will foolishly make many unnecessary trips to the 
Waterfront.  Waterfront trips, if by bus, will con-
sume at least four hours. These are inexorable 
physical properties of the universe.

6. College students can get Amazon Prime for 
free for a limited time.  This means free two-
day shipping.  You want this.  (Amazon also sells 
certain groceries, so...there’s that.)
7. As freshmen, you will have access to stupid 
amounts of free food from various organiza-
tions.  Your meal plan?  You won’t use all of it.  
Bribing upperclassmen with leftover meal blocks 
is a very good idea** (and it is a ritual that is 
older than the Internet).
8. And finally, an actual academic protip:
We know you were all valedictorians, but classes 
at Carnegie Mellon are hard. Luckily, in most 
classes at the freshman level, you can do well by 
sheer force if will even of you’re half-retarded.  
Work your ass off, and you’ll be fine.

* readme does not condone underage drinking 
or any other illicit behavior.  But seriously—it 
works.
** There is no self-serving bias here.

‘First Month of College’ Protip Digest

Inside ‘The Dark Knight Rises’

Pitt Is the Nation’s #4 in Bat-learning

Join
readme
We need funny writers, 
non-funny writers, pho-
tomanipulation artists, 
women and minorities.

Meetings @
6:30 Weds
in UC 306 

(come today!)
eforney@cmu.edu



Events and Things On and Off Campus
Scotch’n’Soda Urinetown Auditions
Tuesday, September 6 - Thursday, September 9, UC 303
Callbacks Sunday, Sept. 11
Register: snstheatre.org

Scotch’n’Soda Tech Interest Meeting
Thursday, September 8, 5 - 8pm
McConomy Auditorium
Questions to Aaron Gross, amgross@andrew.cmu.edu

No Parking Players Free Improv Comedy Workshops
Thursdays, 8pm, DH A310 & Sundays, 8pm, DH 2105
No experience necessary!

CMU A Cappella Auditions
Friday, September 9 - Sunday, September 11
UC Peter/Wright/McKenna/Dowd/Pake/Class of  1987

KGB Underground Tour
Friday, September 9, 7:30pm
UC Black Chairs (Kirr Commons)
Dress inconspicuously!

CMU Volunteer Fair
Monday, September 12, 11:30am - 1:30pm
CFA Lawn (rain location: UC Rangos)
Engage in community service with the Pittsburgh area!

Bon Apetit and Fantastic Mr. Fox
Performance by the Microscopic Opera Company
September 15 - 18, 7:30pm
The Hillman Center (423 Fox Chapel Road)
www.microscopicopera.org 

Enoma Oviasu featuring Kai Roberts
Musical performance brought to you by AB Underground
Thursday, September 15, 8 - 11pm
The Underground in Morewood

Sorority Formal Membership Recruitment
Information Session in UC McConomy
Tuesday, September 20 & Wednesday, September 21, 9:30pm
Register online at tinyurl.com/cmufmr
Email cmufmr@gmail.com for more information

Technical Opportunities Conference
Tuesday, Sept. 20 & Wednesday Sept. 21, 10am - 5pm
University Center
Dress attire: professional suit
toc.web.cmu.edu or toc-contact@andrew.cmu.edu

Business Opportunities Conference
Thursday, September 22, 10am - 4:30pm
Weigand Gymnasium
Dress attire: professional suit
www.cmuboc.org

All AB Films are $1 with CMU student ID, $3 without, and 
held in UC McConomy. 

Cedar Rapids
Thursday, September 8, 8pm/10pm/12am

Thor
Friday, September 9, 7:30pm/10pm/12:30am

Die Hard
Saturday, September 10, 7:30pm/10pm/12:30pm

Hostel
Sunday, September 11, 8pm/10pm/12am

It’s Kind of  a Funny Story
Thursday, September 15, 8pm/10pm/12am

No films Friday September 16

My Dinner with Andre
Saturday, September 17, 7:30pm/10pm/12:30am

Suspect Zero
Sunday, September 18, 8pm/10pm/12am

FILMS

Do you have events?
Do you like FREE advertising?

YOU DO?!
UH-OH, SPAGHETTIOS!

E-mail eforney@cmu.edu with your event information 
two Mondays before the week of your event. Include a 
description, the time, date, location and cost. We will 
include it in this event listing ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

Believe it or not, people actually read this thing.
I mean, you’re reading it, and you’re a people, right?


