
Issue #16,000,006
December 7 - December 20

Fall 2011

Primal Scream: free
Contemporary Whisper: $3 readme

readmecmu.wordpress.com

Carnegie Mellon’s leading source of life in infamy since 1895 - brought to you by the Activities Board

If you have recently been on Facebook, you 
may have been greeted by the annoying chain 
letter demanding people put the “Christ back 
in Christmas.” Since you obviously ask re-
adme’s opinion on all 
religious petitions (as 
you should), readme 
is of the opinion that 
we absolutely should 
return Christ to Christ-
mas. But why just fix 
Christmas? readme has 
compiled a list of all 
holidays that need to 
be fixed:

1. Put the Han back in 
Hanukkah. The Jews 
have clearly been for-
getting that without the 
help of Han Solo, they never would have had 
the courage (or the Millennium Falcon) to fight 
against persecution.

2. Put the Kazaa back in Kwanzaa. While some 
African-Americans use Kwanzaa to celebrate 
Black heritage and culture, they forget the origi-
nal purpose of the holiday: illegal music down-
loading. To celebrate, you should illegally down-
load music while wearing a full dashiki.

3. Put the Box back in Boxing Day. Before 
British people started using Boxing Day as an 
excuse for shopping, it was originally a celebra-

tion of boxes. To com-
memorate Boxing Day, 
readme will be leaving 
random boxes all over 
campus. NOTE: make 
sure all commemora-
tive boxes are labeled as 
such, lest President Co-
hon freak out and call 
another bomb threat.

4. Put the Ears back 
in New Years Day. 
Instead of dropping 
a giant ball in New 
York and drinking ex-

cessively, we should be wearing big fake ears 
to listen for the New Year (while still drinking 
excessively).

5. Put the Lime back in the Coconut. This isn’t 
a holiday, but readme still supports it. Now all 
we need are coconuts. And limes. And a bunch 
of Jamaican guys to sing and play instruments. 
After all, ‘tis the season.

readme Fixes All the Holidays

If  you’ve hastily printed 
something in the UC, 
checked to see if  anyone 
found your umbrella, or 
waited for food from Si 
Senor in the past week or 
so, you might have noticed 
Student Senate’s recent 
gift to UC’s beloved Black 
Chairs. In handy racks by 
the front door there are 
now magazines for your 
reading pleasure, hand lo-
tion, and Kleenex brand 
tissues.

A sophomore Student Senate representative 
from CIT, Chase Andrews had this to say, “We 
figured it’s like a waiting room so why not pro-
vide services like one?” A senior representative 
from SCS, Ming Lu added, “And cold season is 
upon us, so we thought that we’d go ahead and 
splurge on a few hygienic amenities: tissues since 
people will be wanting to blow their runny nos-
es and lotion since everyone’s skin is getting all 

dried out by the cold.”

Two Psychology juniors, 
Anthony Pernett and 
Elise Tram were sitting at 
the Black Chairs, enjoy-
ing the new services while 
they waited to meet some 
peers.  Pernett shared this 
comment: “I really like the 
spread of  magazines they 
have to offer here. The cen-
terfold in ‘The Economist’  
is usually quality work.” 

Tram agreed and added, “I also really like that 
they have Cosmopolitan. It’s great that they’re 
remembering to appeal to the female popula-
tion on this campus. Girls have needs too, ya 
know!”

readme would like to remind you that readmes 
can be picked up on the publication stacks right  
around the corner from these new magazine 
stacks and encourages all students to enjoy our 
newest issue!

Student Senate Provides Magazines, Tissues, Lotion

How UC Davis Should 
Have Gone Down

We’ve all heard some pretty ter-
rible stories about this whole Occupy 
movement which is happening all over 
America and even the world. One story 
that really hits home for all of  us col-
lege students takes place at UC Davis 
when students choose to occupy their 
version of  The Cut and end up getting 
pepper sprayed and memeified. Well, 
readme thinks all this violence could 
have easily been avoided.

The police want the sidewalks to be 
clear and the students want to continue 
showing their solidarity by sitting on 
the sidewalks. What to do? Inaction? 
No, for what’s a protest without, well, 
counter-protest? Violence? Well clearly 
not since UC Davis got so much shit 
for all this. Clearly the answer lies in 
a piece of  plywood and some 2x4’s... 
they should’ve built a ramp.

A ramp over the protesters would al-
low all the students and faculty (who 
are in California and already skate-
board anyway) clear passage, would 
provide makeshift shelters for the 
protesters, and would probably cause 
fewer memes and lawsuits than pepper 
spray. 

Join
readme
We need funny writers, 
non-funny writers, pho-
tomanipulation artists, 
women, and minorities.

Meetings @
6:30pm

Wednesdays
UC 318G

eforney@cmu.edu

Six Pointed Star Wars

Nicki Minaj, We Expect a Royalty
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Back on November 11th, the fifth game in 
the Elder Scrolls series, Skyrim, was released 
to much critical acclaim. To help legitimize 
readme as a quality source of tasteful news, 
this important occasion naturally called for 
a review of the game and now that readme’s 
staff has finally stopped playing Skyrim for 
more than just eating breaks, it seems like the 
right time to release the best review of the 
game yet.

Other than being addicting, the game is set in 
the northern home of the Nords in the Elder 
Scrolls universe and centers around the main 
character, simultaneously settling a rebellion 
in the land and fighting dragons. Addition-
ally, the hero spends a significant amount of 
time catching butterflies and bees to make 
potions, delivering letters, reading books, 
slaughtering droves of bandits who were just 
trying to get by and buy some bread, and 
finding treasured family heirlooms that the 
locals frequently leave in the many massive 
caves and crypts inhabited by the vengeful 
undead. 

The hero furthermore utilizes the dragon 
language in the form of powerful shouts like 
the now famous “FUS RO DAH” which 
other than being a useful way to confuse and 
shoo animals in real life, has spawned count-
less YouTube videos. 

Overall readme would rate the game as “Why 
are you not playing right now? Well, because 
I guess you’re reading a readme, so that’s ac-
ceptable, but after that you should get to it.

Skyrim: Slayer of Good Time Management

As students at one of the best universities in 
the nation, we are talented at many things. 
And at the top of  this list is creative pro-
crastination. Through the years many dif-
ferent forms of procrastination have been 
documented, such as perusing Reddit, 
Tumblr, Facebook, or YouTube. If you’re 
truly a master of procrastination you might 
visit all of the above. Then there’s the more 
rare form of procrastination at CMU called 
“sleepicide” which entails the procrastinator 
committing academic suicide by sleeping for 
more than 2 and a half hours.

Finally, for those truly committed to the art 

form of procrastination, there’s working-
procrastination. Instead of working on what 
is due tomorrow, you select an assignment 
due on the last day of finals to devote your 
soul to. You see it to the end (and the end 
of that report due at 8am. the next day). It is 
worth noting that, though it may seem less 
dangerous, this form of procrastination can 
result in even harsher failure.

If you are reading this article, this may be 
indication that you are well on your way to 
this upper-level form of procrastination. 
That said, a final message: GET BACK TO 
WORK (after finishing this readme...)!!!

Passion for Procrastination

There’s a Fly in My Soup

Background: Imagine in a quaint café in your 
wholesome hometown. You ordered the 
soup du jour.

Solution A: Eat the damn fly. Flies provide 
extra protein, which helps build strong, 
healthy bodies. And a fly falling in soup does 
not pose any health risk because the high 
temperature of the soup sterilizes the fly’s 
corpse.

Solution B: Flip a shit. 

Solution C: Add salt. If you add enough salt, 
you will neither be able to see the fly nor 
taste it. 

Solution D: <-- That’s your face when you 
see the fly.

Solution E: SOMEBODY CALL AN AM-
BERLANCE

Solution F: Hide yo kids, hide yo wife, and 
ready your spoon.

Solution G: Remove the fly and continue 
your life as if there was never a fly in your 
soup.

Slaying Cute Linguist Dragons Is Wrong

Go to readmecmu.wordpress.com to 
See Just How Orange That Soup Is
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It’s that time of year again. That time when 
you are balanced on the razor-thin edge be-
tween over-caffeinated and death. That time 
of year where you are dangerously close to 
falling into a bottomless pit of despair, jump-
ing on the crazy train on a direct route to 
Breakdown City, and just completely break-
ing all ties with reality... Yes, folks, it’s finals 
time. 

I can hear the collective groans and sighs 
emanating from deep down in your gullets 
where despair lives. But fear not, dear read-
ers, finals won’t last forever and in any case, 
you can always marry rich. It’s that little bit 
of hope that keeps me together. I am being 
held together by caffeine and a little bit of 
hope. 

However to raise your spirits, here’s a poem:

‘Twas the week before finals and all through  
     the school,
The students were freaking; no one 
     was cool,

Papers were written without expertise,
The rainforest lost over half its trees,

Students made flashcards, attempting 
     to cram,
While the printer choked on a huge 
     paper jam,

Willpower failed and the students cried,
Hopes and dreams slowly died,

Despite vows made at the start of the
     semester,
Those words were false, much like 
     polyester,

This year will end, just like the last,
Totally, utterly, and completely half-assed,

‘Twas the week before Finals and students 
     started to fret,
They groaned and they sighed, ‘Is it 
     Winter Break yet?’

If that didn’t help at all, here are a few last 
minute study tips to help you get through fi-
nals. First of all, never ever EVER st—Fuck 
it! I don’t have time for this… 

readme’s Guide to Not Stressing Over Finals

Also In This Issue....

Answers to That Final That You’re Probably Going 
to Fail

Things That Happened While You Were Playing 
Skyrim 

A Movie Review of  “Pearl Harbor”

Top 8 Names for Native 
American Prostitutes

1. Kneeling Bull
2. She Who Flows Wildly
3. Wandering Beaver
4. Squanto*
5. Crazy Whores
6. Touch the Clouds*
7. Wilma Mankiller*
8. Big Foot (you know what they say about 
    big feet...)
9. Jacoby Ellsbury*
10. She Who Talks with Her Mouth Full
11. Kandy
12. Poke-her-hontas
13. Black Cock
14. Tecumseh*
15. Gerani-moan
16. Lies with Horses
17. Daniel Radcliffe
18. Topanga*
19. Smells of  Fish
20. Taylor Lautner**
21. Dances with Poles
22. Buffalo Hump*
23. Happy Trail of  Tears
24. Rain in the Face*
25. Cock and Sitting Bull
26. She Who Raises Teepees
27. Two in the Bush
28. Wrangler of  Serpents

* = actual Native American names
** = pretends to be Native American but is 
actually just French

No Time for a Photoshop Either...They Know the Ways of the Buffalo

Editing & Writing Staff

Pizza: Emily Forney, Joe Selinger, Jule Pattison-Gordon
Vegetables: Karpur Shukla, Vis Subramanian, Samantha Dickinson, Taerim Kim, Alex Wachsman, 
Jeff  Kurish, Jay Woo Kim, Jake Reid, Fernando Torre, Michael McGinnis, Rachel Bullen, Ivy Krislov, 
Matt “Grizzly” Britton, Fieling Watson, Old Toby, Veronica Ebert, Tom Zhang, Niteesh Sundaram, 
Adam “Bubbles” Leibowitz, and introducing Vivek Nair
What is readme? Well, it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of  subtlety.
Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fee.
Where do I get it? readme is left in news stacks, academic halls, clusters, and eateries around campus.
How do I help? Email eforney@cmu.edu. We need writers, Photoshoppers, pizza-eaters and girls.
And remember: Horse slaughter is okay now! Finally, you can just shoot those pesky critters in your backyard.

activities board

readmecmu.wordpress.com



Events and Things On and Off Campus
Talk Back!
Radio show by WRCT
Tuesdays, 9pm, 88.3 FM or podcast at WRCT.org

Jewish Santa!
Bake sale and photo opportunity by Alpha Epsilon Pi
All proceeds go to Keshet, a children’s special-needs charity
Wednesday, December 7 - Friday, December 9
UC Wean Commons, 10:30am - 3pm

Free Improv Comedy Workshops
With the No Parking Players improv troupe
Thursdays, 8pm, DH A310 & Sundays, 8pm, DH 2105
No experience necessary!

“I Got Next” Pre-screening
Brought to you by AB Films
Street Fighter documentary
Thursday, December 8, 8pm, UC McConomy
FREE with Student ID

School of  Music Holiday Concert
Philharmonic Orchestra and Choirs
Friday, December 9, 12 noon, UC Rangos
And again at 8pm, Carnegie Music Hall in Oakland

18-454 Project Demos
Duck Hunt, Commodore 64, music visualizer, & more!
Friday, December 9, 2:30 - 4:30pm, HH 1303

IDKSRY;) 2011 Open Studio Day
Brought to you by the CMU School of  Art
Friday, December 9, 5-9pm, CFA floors 3 & 4
View and purchase art, partake in snacks, enjoy music, &c.
Costumes encouraged!

Dancer’s Symposium Fall 2011: Synaptic Disaster
Friday, December 9 & Saturday December 10
8pm (doors @ 7:30pm), UC McConomy
Tickets @ DH Tables, Monday-Friday, 10:30am - 4:30pm
After party: Saturday after the show @ District 3, Southside
Buses from the UC Turnaround every 30 minutes

No Parking Players Improv Show
Friday, December 9, 8pm, Margaret Morrison 103
FREE fun and FREE cereal and milk!

Winterfest
Brought to you by AB Special Events
Nintendo 64, blanket forts, Zoombinis, and snacks
Friday, December 9, 9pm, UC Kirr Commons

Don We Now Our Gay Apparel
Holiday concert by the Renaissance City Choirs
Saturday, December 10, 8 - 11pm
Carnegie Music Hall in Oakland

readme is produced by the Activities Board Publications 
Committee, which means this piece of  paper was 

funded in part by your student activities fee.

(Aren’t you proud of  yourself ?)

Almost Midnight Events
Sponsored by the Student Dormitory Council
Tuesday, December 13, 9pm - 12 midnight
FREE breakfast food items: UC Rangos & PWM
$1 A Cappella concert: UC McConomy

CMU Design Senior Show
Thursday, December 15, 6 - 9pm
Bakery Square’s gallery (6725 Penn Ave.)

FROSTBITE!
Rollicking Variety Show by Pop Cabaret
Friday, December 16, 7 - 10pm
Andy Warhol Museum Theatre (117 Sandusky St.)
FREE with Student ID

DU Got Paper?
Recycling service provided by Delta Upsilon
Save old papers to be collected at on-campus residencies!
Friday, December 16 - Sunday, December 18

Do you have events?
Do you like FREE advertising?

YOU DO?!
VICTORIA’S SECRET!!

E-mail eforney@cmu.edu with your event information 
two Mondays before the week of your event. Include 
a description, the time, date, location, and cost. We 

will include it in this event listing ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
Believe it or not, people actually read this thing. I mean, 

you’re reading it, and you’re a people, right?


