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Tour groups of admitted students are always a 
common sight at CMU in April, but this year is 
different. The normally docile groups of eight to 
twelve bright-eyed and bushy-tailed youngsters 
and their overprotective 
parents that we usually 
see never showed up. 
This year they were 
replaced by groups 
of up to fifty raging 
teens and parents, out 
for blood. The stu-
dent tour guides from 
the admissions office 
were the first to notice. 
“Normally I get ques-
tions about the Fence, 
and the dorms,” said 
junior Lance Reed-Sol-
omon, “but this year 
they were asking about the most defensible po-
sitions on campus and good places to find lots 
of unsuspecting students in small groups.”

Generally, these tour groups arrive on Sundays, 
when guard is relatively low among the cam-
pus community. Staff and faculty aren’t around, 
and students are in the fog of last night’s hang-
over. The groups lay low, awaiting their pre-

scribed tour, then remain calm throughout the 
tour, gathering information for the attack. The 
groups seem to be highly organized, efficiently 
taking over large sections of academic buildings 

and dorms. As of press 
time,
Doherty Hall was 
completely lost to the 
admitted students, as 
were floors six through 
nine of Wean Hall, and 
there was an assault in 
progress on the fifth 
floor, an important 
stronghold for the cur-
rent students and staff. 

Outlook is bleak for the 
campus, as the admit-
ted students continue 

arriving in large numbers. It is believed admitted 
students will outnumber enrolled students by a 
factor of 3:1 by the end of the week. All is not 
lost, however, as many upperclassmen are calling 
in their families to help with the fight, and these 
reserves are slated to arrive by approximately 
May 15th. We can only hope the underclassmen 
do not abandon the fight before then, leaving 
us for dead.

Admitted Students Go On Bloody Rampage

Prospective students visit-
ing campus were impressed 
yesterday by the amount 
of care and respect CMU 
extends to its students by 
automating the bathrooms. 
“Every day I have so much 
to remember – the equa-
tion for torque, theories 
of relativity,” one Physics 
sophomore told enthused 
Boston baggers, “I just 
can’t possibly remember to 
flush the toilet myself! And 
getting paper towels – that’s 
out of the question.” 

CMU bends over backwards for its students, 
going so far as to install automatic toilet paper 
dispensers in some women’s bathrooms.* “I’m 
stressed enough trying to translate Pablo Neru-
da,” said Lisa Hale, junior, “If I had to actually 
move my hand and crank the toilet paper dis-
penser it would just throw me over the edge.”  
Others have pointed out that given the tricky 
nature of traditional dispenser cranks, CMU’s 

automatic dispensers are 
considerate to students’ 
physical limitations. Au-
tomatic dispensers, which 
activate with the mere wave 
of a hand, are a lifesaver 
for students without fine 
motor skills. CMU goes 
well above and beyond the 
normal standard, requiring 
detectors to be so delicate 
that even students without 
limbs can use them. Just the 
act of walking into a bath-

room will set off three paper 
towel dispensers and flush four toilets. 

Jane Lee, a senior from Pittsburgh Central High 
could not wait to be able to finally be at an insti-
tution that respects her limitations and her intel-
ligence. “I’m thrilled to be going to a college that 
spends its money so thoughtfully,” she said, “it 
sends just the right message!”

*Didn’t know that, I apparently need to shit on 
campus more often - ed.

Campus Bathrooms Become Increasingly Automated

The Longest 
Hangover Ever

Carnival was two weeks ago, finals 
are upon us, but one man keeps go-
ing strong; namely, undergraduate Carl 
Raftenson who is as of the writing if 
this article only 25 hours away from 
breaking the world record for the lon-
gest hang over ever. By the time you 
read this he will probably have broken 
the record, as his hang over seems to 
show no signs of abating. 

The current record for world’s lon-
gest hangover is 2 weeks, 1 day, and 
18 hours. It was set in 1994 by Thad-
deus Hark after a particularly wild St. 
Patrick’s Day. But while Hark was only 
drunk for a day and a half, Raftenson 
was heavily inebriated from Wednes-
day night before carnival to the early 
morning of the Monday after. This 
gives him a significant advantage when 
it comes to having a longer hangover, 
since he has more alcohol to get out of 
his body. Incidentally the world record 
for the longest time continuously ine-
briated was set during the Viking age, 
where in Norway there was apparently 
a Viking named Grog Hammersmash-
erotoe who was drunk for 37 years 
straight. 

It seems the person least excited about 
his breaking the world hang over re-
cord is Raftenson himself. When re-
adme approached him for a quote he 
had this to say, “Dear God, why does 
my head still hurt? I hate my life . . . 
Excuse me while I go puke again.” He 
clearly does not see the greatness he 
is achieving, or the positive benefits it 
could have on his life. Come to think 
of it, readme can’t see them either. 

AARRGH! Too Many People

Wet Hands Are Futile?
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Still on the waitlist for a class and need an-
other option? Here is a list of classes that 
aren’t filled up yet that you might consider 
taking. 

15-666 The Class That Shall Not Be Named: 
This CS course is notoriously hard, it is not a 
graduate level course but it is numbered that 
way because of how hard it is. It is so hard 
that no one has ever passed it in one try. The 
drop percentage is usually around 95% and 
most people drop within the first week. You 
should take this class, it sounds like fun. 

80-207 Theoretical Underwater Basket 
Weaving: Yeah, everyone knows that joke 
class underwater basket weaving, in this class 
you discuss and explore what it would be 
like if underwater basket weaving were an 

actual class. How would society be different 
if people wove baskets underwater? What 
kind of careers could you have with a degree 
in weaving baskets underwater? All of these 
questions and more will be discussed and 
you will have to write two papers on topics 
related to the course material. 

80-409 The Philosophy of Philosophy: Most 
philosophy classes ask if the table actually 
exists, but this class asks if philosophy ex-
ists. It is so meta your brain will explode. But 
what if your brain doesn’t exist, can it still ex-
plode? Can poorly thought out philosophical 
arguments really drive the way people think? 
Yes, it happens all the time. 

85-378 Pink Freudian Psychology: This 
course will make you want to have sex with 
a wall. 

33-456 The Physics of Shakespeare: This is 
a crossover course between MCS and H&SS 
that is sort of like the Physics of Musical 
Sound, except it doesn’t make any sense. Ap-
parently all of the physics in Shakespeare is 
very theoretical and difficult to grasp. It re-
quires doing 3D calculus in sonnet form, not 
the easiest thing to do. If you actually man-
age to pass, people will think you are super 
smart. Not that they don’t think you’re super 
smart anyway. No really, come on, you’re 
smart . . . really you are, aw come back . . . 

Last Minute Class Options

Dear Peoples, 

Hi, this is the editor speaking, (well not 
speaking, I’m actually writing, but if you read 
this out loud you get the same effect), just 
thought I’d say . . . goodbye. Partially be-
cause this is the last readme issue I get to 
contribute to, and partially because I am out 
of ideas and other peoples articles. I know 
you probably don’t give a rat’s ass about me 
or anything in readme that isn’t funny, and 
that’s fine, at this point I’m kind of just filling 
space. However, if you do care even just a 
little about readme, (or if you are really bored 
and have read the rest of the articles already), 
feel free to read on. 

First, I want to thank you for reading re-
adme. That may sound odd, but it’s true. 
We create readme to be read, and though I 
sometimes like to assume that everyone on 
campus reads it, I know that isn’t true. We 
know you have many choices when you fly, 
and were glad you chose readme. 

For me at least, readme is a labor of love. It’s 

almost 4:00 in the morning right now and I 
have a class at 8:30 that I can’t really skip, 
but I don’t care. That’s why I have been the 
editor for the past two years, I love readme. 
I’m certainly not the editor because of writ-
ing prowess or ability to spell. I just wanted 
to be the editor more than anyone else in the 
organization. In retrospect, this may have 
not been the best thing for readme. 

The other thing I want to do is apologize 
for my sometimes shoddy stewardship of 
readme. This may not have been as appar-
ent, (hopefully), to people outside of the 
organization, but there were a lot of things 
that I could have done better over these past 
two years. A large portion of readme’s lack 
of contributors and small readership is my 
fault, and I am sorry. I only ever wanted to 
make readme better as a publication and as 
an organization, but sometimes I fucked it 
up. Though, I am glad to say that I am leav-
ing readme in more capable hands than mine. 
The new editors actually know how to edit, 
and I think they will do a great job. Also, it 
looks like I filled the space, so . . . goodbye!

A Letter From the Editor

Avoidance
Drivers Ed

In an effort to reduce the high number of 
teen car crashes, Pennsylvania is once again 
raising the age requirement on driving licens-
es and changing Driver’s Ed. 

“Teaching kids about driving only encour-
ages them to drive,” said Mary Bellwater, 
coordinator of the Mount Lebanon School 
District. Following popular trends, Ms. Bell-
water last month introduced a new philoso-
phy of driver’s education in her district. It’s 
called “Avoidance Education”, said Bellwa-
ter of the new classes, which champion the 
slogan The Future is Safe. Following this 
philosophy, children starting in elementary 
school will be taught that cars are dangerous 
and the best way to avoid car crashes is not 
to drive. The one-month trial looks promis-
ing. After attending Avoidance Education, 
Tommy Mcllein, age 12, says he plans not 
to drive until he’s 60, “and maybe not even 
then.” 

The plan is not without its critics however, 
there is a vocal minority on the School Board 
that wants to keep Driver’s Ed that same. 
“Our children will learn how to drive from 
their friends and the internet if we don’t 
teach them about in school,” said Rob Fre-
diston, who has been on the school board 
for three years. “We need to teach them how 
to drive safely; we need to teach them about 
protecting themselves with seatbelts and 
how to avoid situations where they shouldn’t 
drive.”  Frediston has even suggested that 
Driver’s Ed be taught at a younger age then 
it is now, but everyone else on the School 
Board quickly shot that idea down. 

As the debate continues, the number of teens 
driving and getting into accidents is still on 
the rise; it is even higher if you also count 
people who only backseat drive. Hopefully 
a solution to this troubling statistic can be 
found soon, no one wants to get in a car ac-
cident, some of those accidents stay with you 
for life, and others leave a nasty rash. 

This Class is Mentally Draining Always Wear a Seatbelt
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Hi everybody, Keylee Samsing here, giving 
you the latest update on the revolution. 

Our boycott of entropy went well; thanks 
to the two of you who showed up, though 
in most boycotts you don’t buy things from 
the place you are boycotting, but since it was 
your first time at a boycott I’ll let it slide. 
Next time the boycott will be earlier in the 
day so we can catch more of the passersby, 
and you all won’t be so sleepy. 

I recently received word that despite our out-
cry, CulinArt is up to their food and beverage 
relocating antics again. Apparently in Shatz 
they have switched the places of the sausage 
gravy and biscuits. This is an outrage! I al-
ways put my biscuit on a bed of gravy, now 
I will have to put gravy on by biscuit, or go 
through the buffet line the wrong way! Can 

you even imagine! This is what I have been 
talking about, people; if we do nothing in-
cidents like this are just going to keep hap-
pening. 

I don’t know why Jared Cohen hasn’t put a 
stop to this, I have sent him numerous letters, 
but he never does anything or gives any re-
ply. It seems that for some reason or another 
he doesn’t take us seriously. But on a related 
note, I recently got word that someone is 
taking us seriously; someone that happens to 
be the head of CulinArt! (On a related note 
I also heard that he/she likes reading serious 
campus publications like readme). 

Yes, I overheard two CulinArt employees 
saying that the director of CulinArt was try-
ing to get me banned from all of the campus 
eateries. As if that would stop me!  I look 
forward to this new challenge; I have out-
run the CMU police before and I can outrun 
them again. Though, they have never actu-
ally chased me; they seem content with just 
forcing me to leave wherever I happen to be 
boycotting. But one of these days they will 
chase me, and I will outrun them. 

In closing comrades, the revolution is going 
well; though I still seem to be the only one 
willing to push it forward. But no matter, we 
shall overcome! Remember to keep the faith, 
fight the good fight, and believe everything 
you read in readme, like CulinArt does. 

The Drink Placement Revolution Continues

Also In This Issue....

A Jar of  Mayo That Appears to be Vomiting

Barak Obama Demands to See Own Birth
Certificate

Friends With Benefits
A Popular Fad

A new fad sweeping through middle schools 
shows friendship “with benefits” over-
whelmingly popular among teens. “I have 
several friends, and it is really hard to deal 
with. There were days when I just couldn’t 
take the pain and stress. Making my friend-
ships, friendships “with benefits” sounds 
awesome; now being friends won’t feel like 
being punched in the face,” says Alejandra, 
age 13. Her best friend has promised to stop 
shoving her into lockers.

“We’re going to remember each other’s 
names and maybe even hang out, you know, 
do things together,” gushed Carl Paton, a 
Blakefield Middle School seventh grader. 
“It’s like being friends, but fun.”

Surveys of teens up and down the East Coast 
reveal more and more friends forming pacts 
to genuinely care about the other person and 
“acknowledge each other’s existences”. This 
social experiment has started traveling across 
the nation, as evidenced in a December 2010 
study where key Nebraskans rated friend-
ship as “enjoyable” and “worthwhile.” As 
far west as Arizona, there have been reports 
of friendships that bring levels of emotional 
fulfillment and have a positive effect greater 
than if the two people had remained strang-
ers. Follow-up studies on friends who also 
feel each other up are currently under way, 
promises Gallup.

Viva La Coke Products!Friends: More Fun Than Filing

Editing & Writing Staff
The Beginning: Emily Forney, Jule Pattison-Gordon, and yet Joe Selinger
The Middle: Cat Adams, That Guy, Angela Di Taranto, Katherine Frazer, Vis Subramanian, 
Fernando Torre, and introducing Warren Pryde, Ben Wu, and Alex Wachsman.
The End: BG Drakeley
What is readme? Well, it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of  B-12
Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fee.
Where do I get it? readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks 
around campus.
How do I help? Email eforney@andrew.cmu.edu. or jpattiso@andrew.cmu.edu We need writers, Photoshoppers, pizza-
eaters, some more editors,  and girls.
And remember: Don’t eat pretzels with your toes, you will spread disease  and pestilence. 

activities board

www.activitiesboard.org/readme.php
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This is the New section, where we tell you how to live and gripe

After years of abuse, plumbers will now be 
held responsible to their employers, the peo-
ple. Max Walls and Ann Larken, the top con-
tenders for the 2011 Pennsylvania Plumbers 
Election, are just two new recruits seeking 
to distance themselves from what the media 
has attacked as “elitist plumbing.” 

“I’m just like you,” said Larken, a Caucasian 
brunette with a husband and 2-3 children. 
“Like anyone else I have to decide wheth-
er to buy the egg white McMuffin or the 
Dunkin’ Donuts breakfast sandwich,” she 
told supporters at a rally last Thursday that 
she understood their problems. “I, too, like 
Audrey Hepburn and would also rather be 
playing Pokémon than learning how to fix 
your garbage disposal.” One housewife told 
the Times she was delighted to finally see a 
candidate who knew what it was like to give 
up and call a plumber.

Increasing numbers of plumbers have signed 
a petition authored by Max Walls promising 
accountability. Instead stopping your sink 
from overflowing the way that pleases them, 
personally, they will have to carefully weigh 
the opinions of each member of the family 
involved. In a recent interview Max Walls 

pointed to an example of what to expect if 
the petition becomes law. Walls had wanted 
to use an auger on his client’s clogged toilet, 
but the client voted for using Drano. The cli-
ent’s opinion won in majority rule when her 
son sided with her, beating out Wall’s vote. 
“It’s not what I would have chosen,” Walls 
admitted, worrying that Drano would eat at 
the bowl and not solve the problem “but I’ll 
respect the view of the people, after all, I’m 
only here to help them.”

Unlike Max Walls, who graduated from Los 
Angeles Trade Technical College in 1997, 
Larken was not always in the plumbing trade. 
“I’m not a career plumber”, Larken says in 
a Youtube ad, “I’ve never wanted to be a 
plumber, in fact I never even learned it of-
ficially, I majored in English in school. Only 
recently, seeing all the leaky sinks around me, 
did I decide to step up to the plate. I don’t 
enjoy fixing your pipes, if I did, you’d never 
be sure I wasn’t just planting more leaks to 
keep me employed. I fix your pipes because 
someone has to take a stand. I’d much rather 
be reading Catcher in the Rye.” Larken went 
on to accuse Walls of having once visited 
an outlet of the American Water Company, 
and of having fixed boilers in Maine in 2007. 
Larken lampooned Walls as “upper crust”, 
and “out of touch”. “If our local pipes aren’t 
good enough for him,” she wrote, “perhaps 
our people aren’t either.”

Walls responded to accusations of having 
lost sight of the common man, insisting that 
as a child, he too, had wanted to be an astro-
naut and has spent hours painting stars on 
his ceiling. “Our common childhood dreams 
will really be reflected in my work,” he told 
voters, “Keeping them in mind will really in-
form me when I adjust the pitch lines in your 
boiler’s circulator.”

Plumbers Vow Accountability

(get it, get it!?)

An Article About The Day of Silence

The Pirates
Are Awesome!

Seeing my first Pirates game yesterday I 
was astounded by the deep commitment of  
the fans. By the end of  the game ¾ of  the 
stadium seats at PNC Park were empty, no 
doubt due to fans falling over backwards, 
fainting from the shock of  seeing the Pirates 
finally brought to their knees. “Who could 
have defeated this Goliath?” one astounded 
Pittsburgher asked. After I talked to him a 
little more I found out that he was actually 
not upset about the Pirates losing a game, 
but still upset about the Steelers losing the 
Super Bowl.  

The stands looked especially empty thanks 
to the lack of  visiting team fans. “We think 
it’s our intimidating mascots that scare them 
off,” explained a representative of  the Pirates, 
speaking of  the four menacing pirogues in 
baseball hats that the Pirates break out be-
tween innings. “That or the fear of  seeing 
their team so resoundingly defeated,” the 
representative added. 

It was easy for me to see why the Pirates are 
a legend among baseball teams. Almost all 
of  their hitters have mastered unique meth-
ods of  tricking the other team. They are so 
skilled at faking pitchers out that more bat-
ters knock the ball behind them and into 
the stands, than out into the field.  “It really 
throws the basemen for a loop,” explained 
one pitcher.

I couldn’t wait for the chance to see another 
game. And soon! Fortunately, before I could 
make a faux pas and snatch up one of  the 
highly sought-after $10 tickets, a fan inter-
vened, explaining to me the generally unspo-
ken etiquette of  Pirates fans. Pittsburghers 
love the team so much that they dare not buy 
more than one ticket a year, if  that often. 
“That way are still tickets available for all the 
other people clamoring to see the Pirates. It 
just wouldn’t be fair otherwise,” she pointed 
out.

OMG Giant Pirogie!

Witty Caption
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Somehow Justin Bieber’s singing in the shower 
throws preteen girls into wild frenzies of lust 
and admiration.” Whence does this unholy pow-
er come from?”, everyone who graduated 7th 
grade is asking themselves, “and why can’t I do 
the same?”

“Justin is just so deep” sighed 13 year-old Sa-
mantha Williams, citing Bieber’s famous song 
“Baby”. She sang us an enlightening rendition of 
the chorus, which use a whole ten unique words. 
The song features such stunning instances of 
wordplay and parallelism as “Like baby, baby, 
baby no” followed by the witty rhyme “like baby, 
baby, baby oh”.

In an attempt to save our future from people who 
think “Baby” is the new “1812 Overture”, music 
lovers across the globe have joined together in 
an intervention. Jerry’s Records on Murray St. 
has been blasting Lady Gaga’s Alejandro 24-7, 
hoping to steer young music consumers like Ms. 
Williams onto a slightly less self-harmful path. 
Yes, the manager admitted, Gaga’s chorus may 

insist entirely of some Hispanic’s name, “but at 
least it’s written by someone who’s been through 
puberty.” After all, Lady Gaga is an adult, and 
her songs are the result of artistic choices, not a 
1,000 word vocabulary.

The CEO of Newbury Comics has also joined 
the effort, advocating a return to “the good ol’ 
days” of music, when songs were still written, 
not vomited up. Stores across the country will 
be playing classic favorites, such as The Carpen-
ters, whose 1976 tour of Japan, was, according 
to Rolling Stones “the biggest-grossing concert 
ever in that country”. Their song “Superstars” is 
deceivingly simple, only 202 words. While some 
lines sound surprisingly similar to Bieber’s work, 
a close examination reveals a world of differ-
ence. When this 3-time Grammy-winning duo 
busts out the line “Baby, baby, baby, baby, oh, 
baby,” its clear they know what they’re talking 
about.

Realizing the direness of the situation, even re-
adme has volunteered to take a stand.  Hoping to 
appeal to aboslutely everyone ever, readme will 
be blasting songs the Beatles, the only band that 
all nations have legally obliged their citizens to 
like, from the AB offices. 

Whereas a whole 42% of the chorus of Bieber’s 
“Baby” is made up of the title word, the more 
respected Lady Gaga uses “Alejandro” as only 
100% of the chorus? Well, at least where “baby” 
is 13% of Bieber’s total lyrics, the Grammy-
winning Carpenters are wise enough to only use 
“baby” as . . . 14% of “Superstars”, and the Beat-
les’ beloved “Love Me Do”, has love as a mere . . 
. 22% of the song. Jesus Christ music is awful.

13% of Bieber’s Baby is Baby

Civil Engineering sophomore Bruce Higgins ex-
pressed great distress at his inability to push on 
the correct side of the door leading out of the 
Porter Hall basement.  With visible exaspera-
tion he recalled how his mishap made him look 
like, quote, “a complete fucking idiot” in front 
of his fellow students on an almost daily basis.  
With mounting anger and renewed profanity he 
continued to describe how at least half of the 
campus community had probably seen him there 
smashing fruitlessly into the glass.  “Why is it 
my fault that they decided to make this fucking 
door vertically symmetrical?” he was reported to 
wonder.  

For the sake of future door users, Bruce has 
agitated CMU Housing and Dining for a much-
needed renovation of their outdated door tech-

nology.  “I don’t know how they get away with 
this gross violation” Andy Waters, custom door 
maker, agreed, and offered to sell the university 
doors that tapered drastically. If these doors do 
not fit in the thresholds, “well, a few damp and 
drafty winters is a piddling price to pay for stu-
dents’ dignity.”

In order to prevent such repeat disasters, Bruce 
is demanding CMU at the very least place warn-
ing labels on all doors, declaring them “push” 
or “pull” and advising students that attempting 
to leave the building may put their image at risk. 
“All I’m asking for is a little respect,” Bruce in-
sisted as he picketed in front of the Porter Hall 
door. (On a related note, Keylee Samsing would 
like everyone to know that this person has noth-
ing to do with her or the revolution).

I Hate Doors, But Not The Doors

Baby, Baby? Baby! It’s Genius

Join
readme
We need funny writers, 
non-funny writers, pho-
tomanipulation artists, 
women and minorities.

Meetings @
7:30

Wednesdays
in UC 306

gdrakele@andrew



Events and Things On and Off Campus

McConomy Auditorium, $1 with CMU ID, $3 sans

ONE FILM LEFT!

Blue Valentine, Thu 4/28:
Kids, don’t get married to quickly. It sucks, just ask this movie. Also, 
don’t drop out of  high school or become a premed student; your life 
will suck, just ask this movie. Considering there is just one film this 
week you would think I could be bothered to write a longer review, 
but no . . .

Other Events on Campus
No Parking Players Free Improv Comedy Work-
shops, Thursdays at 8:00 pm inDH 1212, Sundays at 
8:00 pm in Baker Hall 237B. No experience necessary

Dancers’ Symposium
Fri. 4/29 and Sat. 4/30
8pm, UC Rangos

Rube Goldberg Competition
Hosted by Robotics Club
UC Kirr Commons (Black Chair)
Friday, April 29, 9pm

That’s all we’ve got. You want to get in here?  HAVE AN 
EVENT, ya weenie.

EVENTSActivities Board FILMS

Do you have events?
Do you like FREE advertising?

YOU DO?!
TA TA FOR NOW!

E-mail gdrakele@andrew.cmu.edu or with your event 
information two Mondays before the week of your event. 
Include a description, the time, date, location and cost. 

We will include it in this event listing ABSOLUTELY 
FREE! Believe it or not, people actually read this thing.
I mean, you’re reading it, and you’re a people, right?


