
Issue #15,000,007
February 2 - February  16

Spring 2011

Steelers: free
Stillers: $3 readme

www.activitiesboard.org/readme.php

Carnegie Mellon’s leading source of Groundhogs since 1895 - brought to you by the Activities Board

Biologists at Kyoto University claim that they 
will be able to clone a mastodon within five 
years. They plan to take the DNA from frozen 
mastodon soft tissue cells and plant the embryo 
in the womb of an Afri-
can elephant. 

Now I know what you 
are thinking: didn’t 
these scientist people 
learn anything from 
Jurassic Park? Yes they 
did, they learned that 
velociraptors are awe-
some. The only reason 
they are cloning mast-
odons and not some-
thing cooler and more 
deadly is that they 
don’t have the soft tis-
sue to get the DNA from. Velociraptors would 
be so useful around the home . . . they can open 
doors and stuff. 

Anyway, ethical, environmental, and physiologi-
cal issues of bringing an extinct species back to 
life aside, will we be allowed to hunt them? I 
mean what else are mastodons good for except 
to use their pelts for clothing and their bones 

and teeth for tools? The ice age is over, so there 
are not many places on Earth that herds of mast-
odons can live. They will all die of starvation if 
we don’t kill them first. The only solution to this 

mastodon problem is to 
hunt them to re-extinc-
tion. You may ask what 
the point is of creat-
ing mastodons in the 
first place if we are just 
going to hunt them to 
extinction, but it would 
be a dumb question, 
because you don’t un-
derstand science. 

Some people have rec-
ommended putting 
them in zoos, but the 
elephants have stated 

that they will bust a cap in any mastodon asses 
they see crowding their territory, so that would 
probably end badly. Any job markets for large 
quadrupeds have been filled by extant species 
who would be upset by a new species horning, 
or “tusking” in on their livelihood. 

There might be one job opening for a mastodon, 
as the band Mastodon needs a keyboard player.

Hunting Mastodons to Re-extinction

The upheaval of events in 
Egypt happened so sudden-
ly. America wants to know 
who the good guys are so 
we can root for them, since 
we only ever root for the 
good guys. However, figur-
ing out whether that’s the 
Egyptian populous or the 
Mubarak administration is 
no easy task. American citi-
zens look to Google, Face-
book, and Twitter, but for 
some reason no one over 
there is bothering to post or 
tweet about any of the action! I guess they don’t 
have computers in Africa or something.

Our country as a whole is remiss without a clear 
cut, black and white answer to which side we 
should be booing. However, one city is over-
joyed as it sets its sights on Egypt: Pittsburgh. 
With the Steelers riots and pre-riot football 
game this Sunday, Pittsburgh has been watching 
the rioters in Egypt and taking diligent notes.

Stillers fan, yinzer and riot 
veteran, Larry Olszanski 
says that “the example them 
Egyptians is settin’ needs 
followed. Yinz gotta get out 
there with signs an’ fire an’ 
all the riotous energy yinz 
can bring. Even if we ain’t 
oppressed like them, we 
gotta do as the song says: 
walk like an Egyptian, an’ 
riot like one too!”

Olszanski advises that any 
individual daring to take to 

the streets of Pittsburgh Sunday evenings should 
“redd up” be prepared with the essentials: “Ba-
bushkas fer avoidin’ tear gas, carbon oil fer 
burnin’ shit, an’ good sturdy shoes for runnin’ 
from the cops, those jagoffs.” readme couldn’t 
locate a Pittsburghese translator, so your guess 
at what “babushkas”, “carbon oil”, or “jagoffs” 
might be are as good as ours. Needless to say, 
Sunday evening will be dangerous. The only 
question is whether the riots will be overjoyed 
and dangerous or enraged and dangerous.

Egypt Sets Gold Standard in Rioting

The Steeler Bowl
WOOOO!!! The Stillers are going to 
the Super Bowl again! WOOOO!!!!! 
It’s the third time in six years, which 
is complete bullshit ‘cause the Stillers 
are the best team in anything ever and 
they should automatically win the Su-
per Bowl every year! 

On that note, the refs better not screw 
up the Stillers win! If they do, and 
the Stillers loose, I’ll be so pissed! I’ll 
fucking start a riot! Though, to be fair 
I’m gonna riot even if the Stillers win, 
which they will, it will just be a happy 
riot. Either way, I can’t wait to burn 
some stuff, and maybe break some 
windows. One of my roommates asked 
me why we would celebrate a team that 
is supported by property taxes by de-
stroying property, but he doesn’t un-
derstand Pittsburgers, he doesn’t un-
derstand the Stillers! The people who 
own the property we will destroy care 
more about the Stilers than their prop-
erty! As long as Heinz and the Consol 
Energy Center are still standing who 
cares about the rest! Only jagoffs care 
about the actual city, real yinsers only 
care about the Stillers! 

I can’t wait man, I’m going to get so 
wasted, and then I’m going to burn 
things! I feel sorry for anyone who 
roots for the Packers, ‘cause they are 
going down! I might also bring down 
some Packer fans if I see them while 
I’m drunk, but they would deserve it, 
they’re Packers fans, how dumb can 
you get? 

Whether the Stillers win, or they win, 
were all gonna have a good time!

Mastodon!

Rioters Are in Denial

Ben Stillers
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In response to the recent unrest in Tunisia 
and Egypt, President Barack Obama issued 
an international statement which he titled the 
Call to Calm the Fuck Down. The President 
said that everyone, everywhere, in the whole 
world ought to take a break and try not being 
angry for about five minutes. He suggested 
lying in a field of daisies, looking at kitten-
war.com, or just taking a nap. 

The statement came in the midst of some-
what violent unrest in the Middle East-ish 
and sort of Northern Africa, kind of. Tuni-
sia’s protestors actually succeeded in oust-
ing then President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
and the same is feared for Egypt’s president. 
Both demonstrations have resulted in death, 
injury and destruction of property, and both 
are ongoing, in spite of Egypt’s promise 

to not kick the shit out of its citizens with 
tanks. 

The president made this statement at a press 
conference today when asked by a reporter 
about the upcoming Super Bowl. It is an-
ticipated that thousands of Pittsburghers will 
take to the streets after the game to riot and 
destroy property, regardless of the outcome. 

“They’re fucking nuts over there,” said Presi-
dent Obama of the Pittsburghers. “I can un-
derstand being pissed off when you lose, but 
I don’t get why they break shit when their 
team wins. There’s something wrong with 
that.”

The president went on to compare the riots 
after the 2009 Steelers victory to the protests 
in Tunisia and Egypt. 

“When I saw the pictures of burned-out 
cars and smashed bus stops, I thought I had 
missed the Super Bowl. And I’m pretty sure 
that’s happening this Sunday. Then Michelle 
told me that the picture was from Egypt and 
I realized that Americans aren’t the only ones 
who are angry. So I think it’s about time that 
someone stood up and called for civility. I 
will engage in talks with my chief advisors 
to see if we can replace some of that excess 
fluoride in our drinking water with some an-
tipsychotics.”

Rioting Around the World in 80 Days

This handy guide lets you figure out which 
videogame character names it is okay to name 
your children, or not name your children.

Mario – Rating: probably okay*. Your child 
will probably be asked if he is Italian or a 
plumber. Don’t let him wear a red ball cap 
with a big ‘M’ or overalls, and he should 
make it through life okay. With luck your 
child will be handy at locating spare change 
and handling fireballs.

Ganondorf  – Rating: interesting. It’s pretty 
difficult to get away with naming your kid 
Ganondorf  without people realizing you’re 
a complete nerd with a really understanding 
wife (or more likely, egg/sperm donor who 
has no idea). However, if  you do name your 
kid this, he’s probably going to be badass and 
never die.

Tifa – Rating: >.> errr…. This is probably a 
bad idea. This name basically destines your 
little girl to be a slut. Even if  people don’t 
notice that she’s named after a whore from 
FF VII, their next best guess is going to be 

Tila Tequila, which is basically the same.

Aerith – Rating: no. Do you want your little 
girl to die? Or be voiced by Mandy Moore 
in a Disney video game? I’m not sure which 
is worse, but I’m pretty sure you don’t want 
either.

Yoshi – Rating: iffy. If  your kid is Japanese, 
you might get away with it. Or if  your kid 
is an adorable dinosaur. In those cases, your 
kid will likely be loved by all and picked first 
in gym (assuming his gym class is kart racing 
all the time). 

Lara – Rating: probably okay. It’s kinda like 
naming your girl Laura only it’s spelled dif-
ferently. Hopefully this name will mean your 
kid grows up to be a bamf  in a tank top and 
gun holster who kicks ass and takes names. 
However, if  your last name is Croft… you 
should probably reconsider. 

*Exception: If  you have twins and name 
them Mario and Luigi, the rating suddenly 
drops to “You’re a bad person.”

Videogame Baby Namer

Hell’s
Energy Crisis 

NPR correspondents in Hell have just re-
ceived breaking news that the looming energy 
crisis has struck Hell with full force. Though 
top demon scientists warned for years that 
Hell‘s burning of kittens and puppies for 
fuel was not sustainable, the leaders of Hell 
did not heed their warnings. The denizens of 
Hell burn kittens and puppies for energy in 
many areas of their lives, and now that they 
are much scarcer, life in Hell may become a 
living hell. 

“Do you know how cold it gets here when 
Hell freezes over?” said one succubus we 
interviewed, “How am I going to heat my 
cave if kittens cost $4.35 a gallon?” Another 
demonic soul-sucker complained about the 
cost of driving his Ford Focus now that pup-
pies cost so much. We would have quoted 
him, but he spoke in some language that is 
literally unprintable and untranslatable. 

Aside from fuel, kittens and puppies are 
also melted down into environmental toxins 
which Hell uses to pollute its lakes of fire. 
The puppy and kitten burning industry is one 
of the largest industries in Hell, and with its 
downfall many demons will be out of a job. 

Some of the smarter slime of the universe 
had suggested in the past switching to alter-
native energy sources, such as using the lakes 
of fire for heating, but these ideas were shot 
down. Said the Prime Minister of Hell Beel-
zebub, “That just seemed too reasonable; I 
mean this is Hell, who does reasonable here? 
Besides it probably would have taken a lot of 
work and who has the time for that. I don’t, 
my days are filled with setting aside devils for 
people; it’s a lot more paperwork than you 
would expect.” 

Day by day the usually panic filled streets of 
Hell are becoming more and more pande-
monium filled. One can only hope that the 
government of Hell finds a solution before 
Hell becomes a real shithole.

Clever Yoshi . . .

Kitties and Puppies Are Tasty
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Yesterday, President Barack Obama released 
executive order 11504, “For the Calming 
of the Feelings of the American Public and 
Houses of Congress,” or as it is more col-
loquially known the STFU act. 

The order does not provide for any new laws 
or enforcements thereof, it only suggests that, 
“Everybody needs to calm the fuck down!” It 
goes on to suggest: “Bitch be cool!” In fact, 
besides the two aforementioned suggestions 
the only other thing the order contains is the 
word “TRAINS” written in all caps. 

The executive order was written on a Chipo-
tle napkin in black sharpie. Several of the 
words were almost unreadable due to a large 
blot of whiskey in the top right hand corner. 
The President’s usually precise handwriting 
is almost unrecognizably messy. Despite all 

of this, the President has stated that the nap-
kin should be given to the Department of 
State as an official executive order. 

None of the members of the cabinet of the 
President’s staff were aware that Obama had 
planned on writing this executive order. It 
was apparently written late in the night in the 
basement of the White House during what 
Joe Biden described to the press as, “One of 
our late night planning sessions.” According 
to the Vice President it is not uncommon 
for alcoholic beverages to be imbibed dur-
ing these meetings, but during this one the 
alcohol consumption was a bit higher than 
usual. 

“He had a pretty hard day, and was tired with 
everyone giving him a hard time about not 
doing everything he could for the economy 
and the country,” said Biden. “He asked me, 
‘Joe how can I make them all just shut the 
fuck up and give me a chance to work,’ and 
I suggested that he write an executive order 
telling them to shut up, so we did.” Though 
he was present, Biden was apparently only 
responsible for the “TRAINS” part of the 
order. 

The executive order has already been called 
a socialist manifesto by Sean Hannity and, 
“The new Mein Kampf,” by Glenn Beck. 
Other more reasonable people decided to 
give the president a break. 

Executive Order: Shut the Fuck Up

Also In This Issue....

One of  These Articles is Not Like the Other

Groundhog Dies of  Cold, a Billion More Weeks 
of  Winter Ahead

State High School
Superlatives

1. State most likely to Secede: Texas
2. State most likely to be forgotten: the 
Midwest
3. State most likely to be confused for an-
other state: Colorado
4. State most likely to be consumed by corn 
byproducts: Iowa
5. State that is the most fun to spell out 
loud: Mississippi
6. State most likely to become president: 
Virginia
7. State most likely to marry its cousin: 
Alabama
8. Cutest Couple: N and S Dakota, (nar-
rowly beat S and N Carolina)
9. Most popular: New York
10. State Most likely to become an alcoholic: 
Tennessee
11. State most likely to die crotchety and old 
and alone: Vermont
12. State most likely to die of skin cancer: 
Florida
13. State most likely to become super rich: 
Michigan 
14. State most likely to be confused for 
another state: Wyoming
15. Most attractive: California
16. State most likely to become a loner: 
Alaska
17. State most likely to get an STD: Illinois
18. State most likely to have suicidal wild-
life: Arkansas
19. Most punctual: Delaware

LocomotivesBest Hairdoo: Idaho

Editing & Writing Staff
Superbowls: BG Drakeley, Emily Forney
Superplates: Tom Pike, Cat Adams, That Guy, Karpur Shulka, Pat Kane, Jasmine Friedrich, 
Angela Di Taranto, Joe Selinger, Katherine Frazer, Jeffrey Kurish, and introducing Hosni 
Mubarak
What is readme? Well, it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of  distractions
Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fee.
Where do I get it? readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks 
around campus.
How do I help? Email gdrakele@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, Photoshoppers, pizza-eaters, some more editors,  and 
girls.
And remember: Time heals all wounds, except cancer.
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Events and Things On and Off Campus

McConomy Auditorium, $1 with CMU ID, $3 sans

Mystery Team, Thu 2/3:
Do you know Scooby Doo, or the Hardee Boys, or Nancy Drew? This 
movie is about none of  them. Mystery Team is about a group of  ama-
teur high school detectives who try to prove themselves by solving a 
double homicide. Sounds like my senior year of  high school . . . no, 
I’m lying.
The Social Network, Fri 2/4:
Facebook, facebook, facebook, OMG, Facebook! Teeheeheehee! Ac-
cording to this movie nerds at Harvard have tons of  drunken sex with 
hot chicks. I guess you should have gone to Harvard nerd, unless mov-
ies lie . . .no, I think the people who programmed facebook were total 
players.
Being John Malkovich, Sat 2/5:
This movie is about a magic portal to John Malkovich’s mind. While 
there you can have sex, talk to Charlie Sheen, and do other Malkovichy 
things. John Cusack tries to use John Malkovich to fix his relationships, 
but it doesn’t work. Also, crazy shit goes down; it has to do with John 
Malkovich being over-ripe.
The Superbowl, Sun 9/6:
You’ve seen this movie at least 18 times I am sure, so you know how it 
goes. Wacky buddy cop comedy, one of  them gets cancer, etc. It will be 
fun, there will be snacks. 
Serenity, Thu 2/10:
It’s an awesome movie about rebel scum and psychic space girls! Well, 
one psychic space girl, but really, how many do you need? Also, if  you 
didn’t already know this movie is a sequel to the short lived Firefly TV 
series on FOX. Though, if  you know what Firefly was you have prob-
ably already seen Serenity, so I don’t know why I am telling you this.
Tucker and Dale vs. Evil, Fri 2/11:
Two hillbillies accidently cause the deaths of  a group of  college stu-
dents. I have no idea what evil has to do with anything here; I guess I’ll 
have to go see the movie. 
New York I Love You, Sat 2/12:
This movie is actually eleven short movies all rolled into one. They are 
all about love in New York. Though it is not about love with New York, 
despite what the title may tell you. Here I was thinking it was going to 
be some freaky person on city action, but no, it is just a collection of  
normal love stories. (Sigh), I guess I will have to wait till TBA.
Catfish, Sun 9/13:
Damn it! This movie isn’t about fish, it is about facebook! Why face-
book? I don’t care about people who make up personalities to have re-
lationships on facebook; I care about fish. The motion picture industry 
always lets me down. 

Other Events on Campus
No Parking Players Free Improv Comedy Work-
shops, Thursdays at 8:00 pm inDH 1212, Sundays at 
8:00 pm in Baker Hall 237B. No experience necessary

Karaoke Night
Every Monday till 2/21/11 from 6:00 - 9:00

FORGE Late Night
Friday, Feb. 4
9pm – 1am
UC Kirr Commons

Lunar Gala: Melange
Saturday, Feb. 5
8pm – 11pm
UC Weigand Gym

NPP Presents: 24-hour Plays!
Friday, Feb. 25, 6pm – 
Saturday, Feb. 26, 6pm
Location TBA

That’s all we’ve got. You want to get in here?  HAVE AN 
EVENT, ya weenie.

EVENTSActivities Board FILMS

Do you have events?
Do you like FREE advertising?

YOU DO?!
YOWSA!

E-mail gdrakele@andrew.cmu.edu or with your event 
information two Mondays before the week of your event. 
Include a description, the time, date, location and cost. 

We will include it in this event listing ABSOLUTELY 
FREE! Believe it or not, people actually read this thing.
I mean, you’re reading it, and you’re a people, right?


