
Last Thursday, classes were significantly inter-
rupted when a text message from the Carnegie 
Mellon Alert System went out to the student 
body.

The student body in question was that of  
Seth McMarky, a se-
nior Mathematics ma-
jor with a fairly un-
remarkable physique. 
McMarky received an 
emergency text mes-
sage from the Carnegie 
Mellon Alert System 
at 1:28pm, right after 
his first class for the 
day (seniors and their 
ridiculously luxuri-
ous schedules, right?). 
McMarky read the first of  two text messages: 
“Emergency Alert from CMU: There has been 
a bomb threat in Wean. Please evacuate the 
building until further no--” before taking ac-
tion.

Upon arriving to his second and final class 
of  the day at 1:35pm (darn seniors, showing 
up whenever they want to class), he informed 
his classmates of  the text message he had re-
ceived. At that point in time he had not yet 
received the second text message which read 
“—tice. Message sent on February 27, 2012, 
11:30am.”

McMarky, his classmates, and his professor 
exited Wean Hall to the area between Wean 
and Porter Hall, alerting fellow students, 
professors, and staff  in the building as they 
went. Many students had amassed outside by 

1:40pm.

Some of  these students were available for com-
ment on the whole ordeal. “I was pretty bored 
waiting around outside because the professor 
didn’t want us to leave,” said Elena Caruthers, 

a senior ECE major. 
“I figured I’d pre-
tend to stick around 
for at least five min-
utes, so I updated 
my Facebook status 
and Twitter. ‘bomb 
threat in wean and I 
can’t even go home? 
bullshit. #cmuse-
niorproblems’.”

The technological 
updates from the students outside quickly 
spread to various other parts of  campus. Arts 
students in the CFA studios received phone 
calls and came to the CFA Lawn. CS majors 
in the clusters of  Gates received notification 
via IRC chat rooms and, fearing bombs more 
than sunlight, braved the outdoors. (The cou-
ple of  CS majors using Google+ in desperate 
attempts to get hired at Google were unaware 
of  any news.)

Eventually enough students were not attend-
ing classes that word reached President Cohon 
via his private line (those darn seniors and their 
privileges). An emergency email went out, ex-
plaining that the bomb threat had passed (con-
veniently leaving out the fact that the threat 
had passed months ago), and some students 
(mostly underclassmen) returned to classes, 
disappointed in their lack of  free time.

CMU Alert System Late on the Update A Pro’s Guide to Cons
If  you’ve ever been to an anime conven-
tion or “con” you probably are aware that 
while the people are awesome, they are 
also freaks. Not the self-titled freaks we 
know and love at CMU and are fun to talk 
to. I’m talking about the 6” 2’ sweaty guy 
who’s wearing a Sailor Moon Costume 
with balloons for tits and smells like a 
combination of  Pocky and wet Donner.

Now, I’ve been going to Anime con-
ventions since I was 4’ 2” and created a 
shitty recreation of  Raven’s leotard from 
the Teen Titans cartoon. Even so, I’m 
still shocked by how strange some of  the 
people can be. You avoid eye contact with 
people you know are strange, but some-
times the strange ones don’t look strange 
until it’s too late and you’re chasing them 
as they cackle and run away with your co-
splay prop. 

Tekkoshocon was no exception to the 
(terrifying) rule. Though I spoke with 
some cool people and reunited with old 
friends, I was blown away by some weir-
dos.   For example, this one dude. He’s 
skinny, maybe even a little cute. I feel as 
though I’ve hit an oasis of  sanity as it’s 
the middle of  the con-day and the tweens 
are running around wearing Naruto head-
bands and cat ears. Then, after 10 minutes 
of  conversation he asks me out to dinner, 
explaining that he’d love to see “my real 
hair” (I’m wearing a wig). I stare blankly 
at him and respond, “well, I’ve got to go 
soon. My friends are visiting and they’ve 
driving back later so they’re dropping me 
off  on campus”. He says that’s too bad, 
but ruins any sense of  not-being-a-total-
creeper by continuing “well I could just 
drive you back to campus”. I explain 
as gently as I can that I don’t feel com-
fortable jumping into strangers cars and 
gratefully spot a friend in the turnaround. 
She offers to be my “girlfriend” for the 
remainder of  the con.

As cons go, Tekkoshocon is for beginners. 
Pittsburgh is a college city, which means 
many people go to experience their first 
con. There’s nothing wrong with that, but 
it might mean that the freak/geek ratio 
may be a little high, especially for those 
of  us seeking our own kind: the nerdy, the 
intelligent, the unabashed. They’re there. 
You just have to look a little harder.
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On Monday, President Cohon announced 
that CMU is no longer contracting with 
Highmark to provide student health insur-
ance. Instead, all health care will be provided 
by on-staff  Care Bears who can provide for 
all your medical needs.
People with minor illnesses (cough, flu, stick-
up-ass) will now schedule an appointment 
with Cheer Bear instead of  visiting a nurse 
practitioner. Cheer Bear may not use pills or 
other “Western medicine”, but will make you 
smile and laugh. Besides, science has proven 
that laughter is the best medicine, even better 
than antibiotics. 
More serious illnesses (mono, STDs, bigger-
stick-up-ass) may necessitate a visit from 
chief  medical bear Wish Bear. Wish Bear 
may not be trained in the latest medical 
procedures or have any surgical knowledge 
whatsoever, but will wish really really hard 

that you get better. The science behind wish-
ing has not been peer-reviewed, but prelimi-
nary results show it is effective at preventing 
some medical diseases (but not teen preg-
nancy.)
If  you have psychological problems (and 
who doesn’t), don’t reach for the anti-de-
pressants, reach for Tenderheart Bear. Ten-
derheart Bear is required to listen to all of  
your boring problems, and then offers you 
a hug. It may sound useless, but it is surpris-
ingly effective. After a few sessions, readme 
stopped irrationally hating the Tartan; now 
our hatred is strictly rational. Oddly enough, 
Tenderheart Bear is also a licensed cardiolo-
gist and can perform open-heart surgery if  
necessary.
Some students have complained that the new 
insurance plan relies on stuffed bears, medi-
cal-sounding nonsense, and a general lack of  
any real medical training. readme reminds all 
students that they can still buy their own in-
surance if  they don’t like the CMU version. 
However, CMU mandates all insurance cov-
er not only cuddling but also snuggling, both 
without a copay. Also, the Care Bear Stare 
totally can cure cancer.

Care Bear plans are expected to be cheaper 
than standard insurance, as the bears run en-
tirely on love and friendship. President Co-
hon expects a huge advances with this new 
plan, citing the bears’ many years of  experi-
ence on greeting cards and get well cards. 

This Week in (Care) Bears

Also In This Issue....

Jealous of  Easter, CA creates rival “West-er”

Only Candidate for SBVP for Finance to debate himself

Top 32 Movies Really 
About Penises

1. How to Train Your Dragon
2. The Green Mile
4. National Treasure
5. The Dark Night Rises (coming soon!)
6. Up!
7. Iron Man
8. Transformers: Revenge of  the Flaccid 
Fallen
9. The Color Purple
10. Titanic
11. Great Expectations
12. Ed Wood
13. The Rainmaker
14. Snakes on a Plane
15. Phantom Menace
16. American Beauty
17. The Third Man
18. Some Like it Hot
19. Die Hard
20. The Sixth Sense
21. The Thing
22. The 400 Blows
23. 8 1/2
24. Come and See
25. Big Miracle
26. Black Snake Moan
27. I Am Legend
28. Predator
29. The Devil Inside
30. This Is It
31. Dong
32. The Last Gun 
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Tired of  the presidential debates? Afraid of  the 
results causing change, especially scary change? 
Don’t worry, readme is here to remind you about 
the irrelevancy of  student government elections. 
No, we don’t know who’s running either. 

readme is puzzled by how CMU expects us to 
pay attention to student elections for more than 
a week, especially given that negative campaign-
ing and mudslinging are banned. (CMU, it seems, 
is missing the point of  elections.) But, because 
readme understands its obligations as the only 
serious news source on campus, we bothered to 
look up the positions being so valiantly fought 
over:

Your Senator represents their college depart-
ment in discussing student projects, and stabs 
Caesar when appropriate. 
Your President represents CMU (presumably by 
dressing as Mel Gibson in Braveheart) and over-
sees the executive branch.
The Vice President helps out the president (Not 
to be confused with the Virtue President, who 
is surprisingly a dick and harms the president.)
The Student Body Vice president for Finance 
and the Vice President for Organizations are 

noble heroes who are super-amazing, kind, won-
derful, best-ever people who decide readme’s fu-
ture and award them a huge printing budget next 
year (HINT HINT). 

readme would also like to remind you that a few 
new positions have been added:
Ad Vice President – oversees graffiti on campus 
buildings
Sheriff  – insists that this major isn’t big enough 
for the two of  us, then persuades you to switch 
into bagpiping
Speaker for the House – a small speaker in your 
dorm. 
Speaker for House – says it’s not Lupus
Vice President of  Knives and Other Pointy 
Things: Makes sure the Cut looks sharp
Junior Deputy Vice President – our last, unlike-
ly hope in the case that absolutely every other 
member of  the government is killed. 

This should be an election to acknowledge, un-
like the other ones that we presume have been 
going on these past few years. Facebook surveys 
even suggest that a record number of  student 
will vote this time.  “Last year I got distracted 
and only filled out half  a ballot,” said Dennis 
Tracy, who enjoys the prestige of  being CMU’s 
only voter, “but I’m really gunning to finish it his 
year. I feel really good about this!”

Due to last year’s staff  quitting out of  boredom, 
readme has been put in charge of  the election. 
Once someone actually votes online, we can 
finally go home..So please vote. Pleeeaaaseee. 

Effects of  the healthcare bill

1. That one typo was finally fixed; insurers now 
must pay for hearing aids but not herring aids 
(sorry Swedish students). 

2. Government would require you to buy in-
surance or get fine. Seriously, if  you’re fine you 
don’t need to buy insurance.

3. Insurance can’t stop covering you if  you get 
sick. However, they can tell you that you look 
icky.

4. Insurance must cover pre-existing conditions. 
It only covers diseases that already exist: imagi-
nary diseases like Saturday Night Fever are not 
covered

5. Guys, if  you have erectile dysfunction insur-
ance insurers only have to pay for Viagra. They 
will not pay for a hotter girlfriend.

readme explains the healthcare bill

People are being . . . elected or something?
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Herring Aids

Join
readme
We need funny writers, 
non-funny writers, pho-
tomanipulation artists, 
women, and minorities.

Meetings @
6:30pm

Wednesdays
UC 318G

eforney@cmu.edu

Unveil the Mystery 
of Housing with 
BBC’s New Show



Ballroom Dance Club Lessons
Mondays & Wednesdays, 8-11pm, Rangos Ballroom
With Salsa Tuesdays, 8-10pm, Morewood Activities Room
$5/Salsa lesson, $25/semester, 1st lesson free

Talk Back!
Radio show by WRCT
Tuesdays, 9pm, 88.3 FM or podcast at WRCT.org

Free Improv Comedy Workshops
With the No Parking Players improv troupe
Thursdays, 8pm, PH 125B
No experience necessary!

TASTE: Take a Student to Eat!
Current students take admitted students to eat on campus
Lasts for the whole month of  April
Contact candacespellmeyer@gmail.com to register

A Soundbytes Showcase
Brought to you by AB Underground
Thursday, April 5, 8:30-10pm, The Underground

Friday Frenzies!
Presented by Student Government
Friday, April 6th & 13th, 4:30-6:30pm, The Fence
Partake in free food, swag, games, and music!

SDC Laser Tag
Brought to you by Student Dormitory Council
Friday, April 6, 7:30-11:30pm, UC Rangos
~15 people for 6-10 minute rounds
FREE (but it’s first come first serve!)

CMU Sleepout
Canned food drive/homelessness awareness
A part of  the Emerging Leaders initiative
Friday, April 6, 10pm-1am, CFA Lawn
Watch movies, make blankets, eat FREE food

The Cut Unplugged
Saturday, April 7, 6-9pm, The Frame Gallery
Come see Semi-Supervillains, Household Stories, Bluebird 
Midwest, Paul Luc, and 1,2,3
Tickets are $5 at the door

Activities Board Elections
Electing: Coffeehouse, Comedy, Skibo, Underground, Lec-
tures, Political Speakers, and Special Events
Sunday, April 15, 6pm, Alumni Concert Hall
All interested email ab@andrew.cmu.edu by April 13

Jurassic Park 
Thursday April ,7:30pm, 10pm, 12:30am
“Clever girl”

The adventures of  Tintin 
Friday April 6, 8pm, 10pm, 12am
It’s elementary, my dear Snowy

Saving Private Ryan
Sunday April 6,  7pm, 10pm, 1am
SPOILER: he gets saved

Events and Things On and Off Campus

Do you have events?
Do you like FREE advertising?

YOU DO?!
Jolly Good!

E-mail eforney@cmu.edu with your event information 
two Mondays before the week of your event. Include 
a description, the time, date, location, and cost. We 

will include it in this event listing ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
Believe it or not, people actually read this thing. I mean, 

you’re reading it, and you’re a people, right?


